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Foreword

by H.E. Dr. J. Sitler, Ambassador

H.E. Dr, ] Sitler presenting his Credential Letters to
H.M. the King Bhumibol Adulyadej 2001 .
st ipnsAssgm Dr. J. Sitder paundrt anwonwsadunzIng
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The state visit of H.M. King Prajadhipok to Czechoslovakia
in 1934 on the invitation of President Tom43 Gariggue Masaryk
was an event of a great historical significance for the Czech-Thai
relations. It was the very first visit of a Thai King to the Czech



lands and a first official contact of the top leaders of both states.
Therefore the Royal Visit can be considered as the official beginning
of the political relations between Czechoslovakia and Siam. During
the visit the King met the Prime Minister Jan Malypetr, Minister
of Foreign Affairs Edvard Bene§ (who become President later in
1935 - 1948) and the President’s son and Czechoslovak envoy in
London Jan Masaryk (who became Minister of Foreign Affairs
later in 1940 - 1948).

Since the economic cooperation and trade play and always
played an important role in our mutual relations, the visit of H.M.
King Prajadhipok to Czecholovakia had a significant economic
aspect as well. The Siamese King visited the major Czech
companies that supplied the Thai Kingdom with a wide range of
industrial products at that time. Apart from the major industrial
enterprises like Ringhoffer Enterprises, Ceskomoravska Kolben-
Danek or Skoda Plzets, which are producing mostly machinery, the
Siamese King paid a visit also to the traditional manufacturer of
Czech glass, the company Moser in Karlovy Vary, where he was
presented with several masterpieces of Czech glass and porcelain.
Although the King resided in England at that time, his visit to the
Czech companies brought an important stimulus to further
development of economic relations between our countries.
Immediately after the royal visit, tens of cars and vans with the
winged arrow mark of Skoda were exported to Thailand, for
example. And other important supplies followed. Among those
the most important was the first sugar refinery in Thailand built by
Skoda Company in 1937 in Lampang.

Although the thriving economic relations were interrupted
by the World War II and political changes in Czechoslovakia in
1948, the tradition of the economic cooperation, boosted up by
the visit of H.M. King Prajadhipok, is still present in the minds of
the Czech and Thai business community and plays an important
role in development of the mutual trade relations today and thus
contributes to the dynamic growth of the trade between the Czech
Republic and Thailand in recent years.

\
Dr. Jitf Sitler
Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Thailand



The King of Siam in Czechoslovakia
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H.M. King Prajadhipok with the Defence Minister Bohumil Braddé, Prague, 1934
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H.M. King Prajadhipok with the Defence Minister Bohumil Braddc¢
in front of the Prague City Hall — the welcome ceremony.
Bohumil Bradd¢ sgunasimsnsznsamnalnuéhy SusaanssumamaswssUmnduiogi
UOUANMIMATTIMIngudsin

On March 2™ 1934, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Prague received a letter from the Czechoslovak Ambassador in
London, Jan Masaryk, marked “secret”. The text ran as follows:

I dare report:

Today, 1 have Visit the Ambassador of Siam who related to me
what follows: the King and the Queen of Siam will arrive in
Crechoslovakia around the 4" of August and will stay until the 19* of
August, i.e. two weeks. A short visit to Prague is on the schedule, then
several days in Tatras (...) As the Ambassador intimated, the King
would not appreciate unnecessary ceremonies, and would prefer as
simple an arrangement of the stay as possible. Furthermore, the
Ambassador mentioned an eventual exchange of decorations, and if it
should be the case (as in other countries in) asked for a list — as soon



Cxzechoslovak officials waiting for H.M. King Prajadhipok’s arrival.
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as possible — of those who may come into consideration. Now, this is
primarily the matter of an official invitation from the government, or the
President, which should be delivered to me soon, so that I may forward
in due course.

With regard to the fact that the President may, at the time
indicated, if God blesses him with good health, be in Topolianksy, it
needs to be considered who shall take charge of the King during his stay
in Prague. It may prove feasible to accomodate the King in a hotel in
Prague, and then invite him to a semi-official Visit of the President in
Topolcianky.

From what had been said with the proverbial Siamese discretion
by the Ambassador, I have gathered that the King would like to stay in
an official Visit for 2 or 3 days, and then prefers to travel in privacy
with an official assigned by our part (...)

The Ambassador: Jan Masaryk!

! The Siamese King’s visit to Czechoslovakia. ]M/MK. The Embassy in London
to the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Prague, secret, in London
27" February 1934, document n. 28284, file & 17921/34/P of 14™ February
1934, a copy from the archives MFA).

H.M. King Prajadhipok with the Defence Minister Bohumil Bradac
in front of the Prague City Hall — the welcome ceremony.
Bohumil Bradd¢ sgamn3amsnsnsanminuéhy susiansmauaanszunindnaiogi
o usnamumhmarimsngulsn

Further diplomatic negotiations and extensive arrangements
followed, necessary for rendering such state visit possible. Jan
Masaryk, the son of the Czechoslovak President, played the key
role in the process.

For Czech diplomacy, it was an important event. World War
[ finished in 1918 and on October 28" of the same year the
independent Republic of Czechoslovakia was declared as a
successor state of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. This young
state very soon established diplomatic relations with the Kingdom
of Siam, however the exchange of diplomatic representatives did
not happen. Czech people were informed very briefly about Siam



Crechoslovak officials waiting for H.M. King Prajadhipok’s arrival.
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through occasional news in daily press or articles written by
travellers such as Bohumil Pospfil or Jan Havlasa. Therefore the
visit of King Prajadhipok could bring a new impulse to Czech-
Siam relations.

The visit to Czechoslovakia was a part of King Prajadhipok’s
European journey, which also included visits to Germany, Austria,
Denmark, and Hungary. Time schedule and diplomatic protocol
had to be adjusted to this fact, and the King’s preferences met at
the same time. From the diplomatic point of view, it was a delicate
issue. On the one hand, it was highly desirable to emphasise the
importance of the visit, and on the other hand, it was necessary to
respect His Majesty’s wish to keep it as unofficial as possible.
Finally, on July13'™ 1934, the Cabinet Council decided to treat the
Royal Family as official guests of the government from their
crossing the Czechoslovak border until their departure from. Train
stations along the King’s itinerary, as well as all governmental and
state administration buildings would be decorated with the state
standards during the official part of the King’s visit. As for the
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H. M. King Prajadhipok accompanied by Defence Minister Bohumil Braddz inspects the Fifth
Regiment of T. G. M. on the Prague Old Town Square.
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The Royal Couple

in Japanese kimonos presented
erroneously as

“traditional Siamese garments”
in the Czechoslovak press.
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Jan Masaryk talking to
H.M. Queen Rambhai
(London)
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The Royal Couple in the
Ringhoffer Enterprises
Tatra Co.
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T. G. Masaryk, President of Czechoslovakia
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The wisit of the Royal Couple as presented in the Crechoslovak press
Foravuoelnala ARt M s ass eI uGanTas NG 1Y oo Izavs

12

H.M. King Prajadhipok and H.M. King Prajadhipok and H.M. Queen Rambhai
H.M. Queen Rambhai admire with Foreign Minister Eduard Bene§ (right)
the products of Moser crystal glass and commander-in-chief of the Czechoslovak
works in Dvory military forces Army General Jan Syrovy
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expenses related to the Siamese visit, the Ministry of Finance
would provide the Ministry of Agriculture with an extra budget of
100.000 Czech Crowns, state owned railways, spas and hotels
would supply their services free of charge.?

On Sunday July 29 1934, at 16.59 pm., an express train
with the distinguished visitors arrived at Wilson Station in Prague,
straight on time. His Majesty Prajadhipok, the King of Siam, and
Queen Rambhai Barni left the train, and the orchestra of the 5th
infantry regiment named by T. G. Masaryk played the Siamese and
the Czechoslovak anthems. The commander of an honorary troop
bade “Present arms!”, followed by the chief of the diplomatic
protocol, Mr. Strimpl who introduced the present representatives
of the Czechoslovak government, ministries, state administration
and the army to the Royal Couple.

2 The visit of the Siamese Royal couple and their entourage. To n. 89.572/P of
12. VII. 1934. The Government to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in Prague
on 16™ July 1934, document n. 4053/853/34/S. m.r.
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The importance of the visit for the Czechoslovak government
was clearly demonstrated by the composition of the welcoming
committee. Unfortunately, the Czechoslovak President T.G.
Masaryk was too ill at that time to be able to take a personal part
in it. Nevertheless, present at the welcoming were the Prime
Minister Jan Malypetr, the Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Edvard
Benes, the Ambassador in London Jan Masaryk, the President’s
Chancellor Dr. Premysl Sémal, the commander-in-chief of the
Czechoslovak military forces army General Jan Syrovy, the Mayor
of Prague Dr. Karel Baxa, and many other prominent state
representatives.

It was no later than at the border crossing at Cheb, when
the presidential restaurant carriage had been attached to the
express train, that an envoy delegated as the personal guide of the
Siamese King during his stay in Czechoslovakia, Minister K. Halla,
came in the carriage from Prague to meet the Royal Family. Legal
secretary Dr. J. Gerke was delegated to guide the Prince Devawongs.
The Queen was accompanied by Mrs. Gerke. Also, the Siamese
Ambassador to London, Sampati, joined the King’s suit in Cheb,
interrupting his stay in Maridnské L4zné.

Apart from Prince Devawongs, the official entourage of the
King consisted of the chief of the Siamese army general staff and
the King’s secretary Lieutenant General Phya Vijitivongse, the
personal physician of the royal family vice admiral M. C. Thavera
Jaiyant, adjudant major Prasobsri Chirapravati, the Queen’s maid
of honour M.L. Klong Jaiyant, the personal assistant of the King’s
secretary M. R. Smaksman Kridakara, the King’s valets Luang Siri
Sombat and Luang Damrong Duritrekh. The unofficial part of the
suite consisted of Royal Prince Chirasakti, M. C. Ajjha, Mr. S.
lotikasthira, the Queen’s maids C. Ngoen and Grimaldi de Présalé,
and Prince Devawongs'valet Mr. Lowe.
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The Siamese Royal Couple
was given a very warm welcome.
Queen Rambhai received a bunch
of roses and King Prajadhipok
later inspected the honorary troop
of the 5" Infantry Regiment.

When leaving Wilson
Station, the King and the Queen
were cheered by crowds of

citizens gathered all along the

way from Wilson Stat i(-,n’ GOPLLTT Chain to the Order
of Jh.{ White Lion
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through Hoower's Avenue,
Wenseslav’s Square down to the
lower part of étépénské Street, where the Royal Family had been
accommodated in the Hotel Alcron. Many houses and buildings in
Prague were decorated to welcome the Siamese visit. Both the
Siamese and the Czechoslovak standards waved over the hotel.
The former was hoisted at the residence of the Czechoslovak
President — and at Prague Castle, too. At Hoower’s avenue, a troop
of the National Guard stood in honour.

Prague citizens were curious about the Monarch from an
exotic country. Long before the arrival, newspapers printed bits
and pieces of information about Siam, its population and the
Royal Family. King Prajadhipok had been described, amongst
other, as a very progressive Monarch and a reformer. Photographs
of the Couple covered the front pages of many dailies. Apart
from the official portraits, there was one photograph in particular
that appeared fairly often. The Royal Couple posed in traditional
Japanese outfits — kimonos, to honour the host during one of their
previous visits to Japan. Unfortunately, the Czechoslovak journalists
knew very little about the real life in Siam, and having got hold
of the picture, found much interest in it, and presented it as, “the
Royal Couple in traditional Siamese garments”. Therefore, many
of the onlookers were not a little surprised, when they saw the
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King in a dark suit, and the Queen in a tasteful gray dress with a
fur boa, instead of the fancy, colorful Asian costumes, and a top
hat and a small gray hat with a ribbon respectively instead of royal
crowns on their heads.

The entrance hall of the Hotel Alcron was decorated with
flowers and the Siamese state and royal standards. The King found
accommodation in the so called “Princes’s Suite”, which consisted
of an audience chamber, a dining-room, a smoking lounge connected
to a music-room, a ladies salon, a bedroom and a boudoir and two
bathrooms.

At the last moment, it was decided to render its interior
simple, according to the King’s wishes and taste. All of the
luggages of the Royal Family and their entourage had been delivered
to the hotel in advance and distributed into the rooms. There was
a big box among them, holding all kinds of Siamese spices, so that
the King and the Queen would not suffer much by too radical a
change of eating habits. There was also another box with a set of
the King’s hunting rifles. The King was a brilliant shot, and had

originally planned a chamois hunt in Tatra Mountains.’

When accommodated, the King was decorated with the
highest Czechoslovak honour — the Order of the White Lion*, by
Chancellor Dr. Sdmal and by the Chief of Diplomatic Protocol
on behalf of the President of Czechoslovakia. Envoy Halla
decorated other members of the King’s suit with decorations of a
lower rank.

In return, the Siamese King awarded the Czechoslovak
President T. G. Masaryk with the Order of the White Elephant of

' Narodni politika, 29 July 1934, p. 3.

* The Siamese King Prajadhipok, awarded the Order of the White Lion with
chain, Office of the President to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (protocol) in
Prague, 30™ July 1934, document n. B 368/34, copy from the archives of MFA
CR.

16

The Order of the White Lion
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Amival of the Royal Couple to Prague,
photograph from the Czechoslovak press
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H.M. King Prajadhipok accompanied by
Defence minister Bohumil Braddg
inspects the Fifth Regiment of T. G. M.
on the Prague Old Toun Square.
Bohumil Bradd# sjuuminmsnsznswnailng
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H.M. King Prajadhipok talking with
Crechoslovak representatives
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the highest rank, and sent him signed photographs in silver frames
of Himself and the Queen.’

The Order of the White Lion with a chain was the highest
Czechoslovak civil merit order. The President of Czechoslovakia
awarded His Majesty the King of Siam Prajadhipok with it by an
edict on July 27" 1934. Also awarded with the Order of the
White Lion were:

1* rank: His Highness Prince Devawongs, General Phya
Vijitivongse
2 rank: M. C. Thavara Jaiyant

3" rank: Major Prasobsri Chirapravati, M. R. Smaksman
Kridakara

4™ rank: Luar Siri Sombat, Luang Damrong Duritrekh®

At 8 pm., a banquet was held at the Prague Castle to honour
the Royal visit. A coach bearing the King and the Queen arrived
at the lower end of the stairs at the Maty4$ Gate. From there, the
chief of protocol escorted them to the Throne Hall, where they
were awaited by Prime Minister Malypetr and Foreign Minister
Dr. Benes, and his wife. Next, the Royal Couple was conducted
further into the Mirror Hall to meet all the invited guests, lined
in a semicircle in a carefully designed order. The procession
entered the gloriously illuminated hall, led by the Chief of Protocol,
followed by the King with the Prime Minister at his right hand
side and the Foreign Minister at his left hand side, behind them
the Queen and the wife of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and
then the members of the entourage.

° Recorded on 3% August 1934 — delivery of photographies of the Siamese King
and Queen to the president, the Office of the President, archivess, n. D 6545/34.

8 Official entourage of the Siamese King — delivery of White Lion diplomas.
The Czechoslovak Embassy in London, August 239 1934, document n.
104581/34/P.
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The King and the Queen, accompanied by the Prime
Minister, met all the guests present. The Prime Minister and his
wife introduced each one individually. When the ceremony was at
an end, the gentlemen accomanied their partners to dinner, with
the King at their head, followed by the Prime Minister. The King
lent his arm to the wife of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the
Prime Minister lent his arm to the Queen, and other gentlemen
lent their arms each to an assigned partner. Every gentleman
received a note stating the name of his partner at the table, and
there was also a sitting schedule with the place appointed to them
marked on it.

During the dessert, Prime-Minister Malypetr paid a tribute
to the Royal Couple with a toast in French: “J’ai I'honneur de
lever mon verre i la santé de Leurs Majestés le Roi et la Reine
de Siam et a la prospérité de Leur Royaume.” The Siamese anthem
followed. All of the guests stood up and remained standing until
the Royal Couple sat down again. Then the King paid a tribute to
the President and to Czechoslovakia, and the Czechoslovak anthem
was played.

After the dinner, the gentlemen lent their arms to the
ladies, and the procession left the dining room in the same order
as they entered.

Coffee was served in the Mirror Hall.

At 9.45 pm., envoy Halla asked the King and the Queen to
follow him into the delightful Garden of Paradise, where there
was organised a garden party, in which, in addition to those
present at the dinner, members of the Prague diplomatic corps,
leading personalities of financial and business circles, and
journalists also took part.

When the King and the Queen entered the garden, a
military orchestra played a fanfare, after which the Royal Couple
proceeded to the space assigned to them, and envoy Halla and
Dr. Gerke started introducing some of the distinguished

19
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Spa of Karlovy Vary
wthoeuiiias Karlovy Vary

personalities. All of Prague was lit up for the special occassion, and
the Royal Couple were delighted by the sight of one of Europe’s
most beautiful cities. At 10.15 pm., the King and the Queen were
served a small snack. They stayed in the garden until 11.00 pm.
which was thirty minutes longer than scheduled. On departing,
the castle guard saluted them with presenting arms.

On the following day, the King laid a wreath on the grave
of the Unknown Soldier, and paid a visit to Prague City Hall. In
front of the City Hall, he was awaited by Defence Minister
Bohumil Brad4g, the mayor Dr. Baxa, and other representatives of
the army and municipal council. Minister Brad4¢ and mayor Baxa
welcomed the King. A military orchestra played the Czechoslovak

and the Siamese national anthems. The King received a report

from the commander of the honorary troop at the standard of the ;
Fitfth Regiment of T. G. M., and inspected the regiment. He H.M. King Prajadhipok accompanied by the Mayor of Prague Dr. Karel Baxa leaves the Prague City Hall
Reproduction of photo from the weekly magazine Pestry Tyden.

WSIUIMEUAIN TN IO ATAREBATIAFNRTIIM NN
d’Honneur NAZDAR!” and the troop responded “ZDAR!” Then wSsssan Dr. Karel Baxa wigninfanas (mwainiiausnssiodnmi Pesiry Tyden)

greeted the troop with the Czech military salute: “Compagnie
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The “Prince’s suite” in the Hotel
Alcron, where the Royal Couple
stayed during their visit to Prague
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The entrance hall of the Hotel Alcron in Prague,

The Royal Couple was given a very warm welcome here
in the evening of July 29% 1934
seolnonswihlsoususansoulunsousin Seimoizyrasishy sesuiia
WITUMAMAINTUARS IO Rz aA I S s 36
Tutifunes il e nsagIAY WA, bs o

&

/n:bvn’ﬁ-/‘b};f—

1_ o il

—

22

Masterpiece of Czech glass industry
presented to the Royal Couple
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Signatures of the Royal Couple

in the guest-book of the Hotel Alcron
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KARLOVY VARY Vfiidelni koloniada

Spa colonade of Karlovy Vary
wszteogLaoiios Karlovy Vary

the King and his entourage proceeded to the municipal chapel,
where he bowed at the memorial of an Unknown Soldier, and
stood still for around two minutes. The wreath, decorated with
ribbons in colours of the Siamese Kingdom, was brought to the
grave by two lieutenants in full dress and white gloves. After that,
the King was shown around the ancient rooms of the City Hall
and signed the Visitors’s book.

From the City Hall, the King returned to the Hotel Alcron
to take a brief rest. At 12.45 he left the hotel for Prague Castle,
where he took part in “a un déjeuner intime” organised in his
honour by Ambassador Jan Masaryk.

After lunch, the King and the Queen went back to their
Hotel again, and from there they left for the internationally-
renowned spa Karlovy Vary. They arrived at 7.30 pm. and took
their accommodation in the Hotel Posta. At half past eight, the
King gave a dinner for his private guests.

23



Some forty five minutes before the
King, lieutenant general Phya Vijitvongse
and adjutant major Prasobrsi Chirapravati
also left the Alcron Hotel, accompanied by
envoy Halla.

Their task was to stop by at the
residence of the President in the castle of
Lany, and signed the book of Visits on the
behalf of the King and the Queen.

Jan Malypetr, Prime
Minister of

On the occasion of their Visit, the

Crechoslovakia During

1932 . 35 castle guard paraded at the gate and paid a
W TEINAG Jan Malyprerr s ; . o
winmlealondn iy Military tribute to Lieutenant General Phya

WA bEald - baold Vijitivongse. After that, Supreme Ministerial

Comissionar Dr. éerny’r led the Siamese envoys to the audience
hall, where he expressed the President’s regrets and apologies not
to be able to meet the King and the Queen personally, but he
assured them at the same time, that the President followed their
visit in Czechoslovakia very closely, and appreciated the honour of
being awarded the Order of the White Elephant by the King. Both
Siamese officers signed the book of visits and advanced to Karlovy
Vary, accompanied by Ambassador Jan Masaryk.’

On the following afternoon, the King and the Queen took
a walk for about an hour along the promenade at the spa, and were
filmed on the occasion. Later, the film became part of an official
document on the past and present of Karlovy Vary.

After 11 am., the King and the Queen set out an excursion
to the crystal glass works of Moser in Dvory. To begin with, they
saw the plant where glass products were fashioned, and then went
on to the huge sample hall of the factory. For this occassion,

T The Siamese King Prajadhipok: record in the book of visits in Lany. The Office
of the President, archivess, 31°° July 1934, doc. n D 6545/34.
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Ambassador Jan Masaryk, on the behalf of the President, presented
Queen Rambhai with a dining set and asked her to choose one
herself, according to her own taste. At the Queen’s request, the
factory manufactured two sets for 24 persons, one made of glass,
the other made of porcelain, and delivered both to Paris, from
where they were later shipped to Bangkok. During the Royal visit
in Karlovy Vary, two masterpieces of the Czech porcelain and glass
industry were installed in Their Majesties’ apartments in the
Hotel Alcron in Prague with a letter of donation by the glass
works. A case with two glass pieces was similarily installed in the
apartment of Ambassador Sampati.

Having finished the excursion to the glass works, the King
and the Queen made a short trip by car in the country. Then they
had lunch with Jan Masaryk at the hotel Pupp. In the afternoon,
they spent their time walking around the city, and resting. At half
past by six they set out for Prague by cars.

On the morning of Wednesday August 1%, the King,
accompanied by envoy Halla and Dr. Gerke, paid a visit to
tewo important industrial enterprises — Ringhoffer Enterprises, and
Ceskomoravska Kolben-Dané&k. [both presently owned by Siemens].
At the former, the Ringhoffer brothers showed the King the
workshops where train carriages and cars were assembled, and the
company cinema. At the latter, the King was mostly interested in
the electronic workshops, and military reflectors. In the afternoon,
he proved to be a real fan of film, visiting the A-B Film Studio at
Barrandov, Prague. He spent the evening in the historical town of
Melnik, near Prague, where he also had dinner in the Chateau
restaurant. Late at night, he returned to the Hotel Alcron.

On Thursday August 2™, the King and the Queen left for
Plzert to see Skoda Enterprises. Up to that date, the Royal Visit was
the most important contact between Skoda and the Thai State,
which would soon become a valuable business partner of Skoda
in South-East Asia. The prominent guests received a grand welcome
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in an adorned area close to the iron mills. No documentary
photographs of the event have survived to the present day, yet the
place where the management met the Royal Couple has itself
been unofficially called “Siamese Square” ever since.

The next day, the Royal Visit to Skoda Enterprises was
covered by various newspapers and magazines published both in
Prague and Plzeri. Nova Doba from Plzeti wrote:

“Yesterday, the King and the Queen of Siam and their
entourage paid a visit to Skoda Enterprises in Plzeri. They were
given a welcome by Dr. Loevenstein (the CEO of the concern)
and Ambassador Jan Masaryk. The executive manager, Ing.
Vambersky conducted the tour and provided explanations. The
guests showed a good deal of interest in all plants they saw and
expressed their appreciation of the overall organisation and
production processes. After the presentation, a lunch was served in
the House of Foreigners in Lichotin. The guests left Plzesi at 3.30
pm.”8

Two days later, the same newspaper came up with another
story, this time a not so serious one, headlined “The Siamese

v

King’s obstacles on his way to Plzeri”. It ran as follows:

“The King of Siam, who visited Plzeri recently, travels in a
splendid car made in England. However, a tyre of the car went flat
twice on his way from Prague to Plzeri, once near Beroun, the
second time by the Hrddec Inn near Plzefi. It was already on the
occassion of the first accident near Beroun that Skoda sent
another car to pick up His Majesty, so that he might finish His
journey. When the splendid car of the King’s finally arrived at
Plzers, the flat tyre should have been replaced. Nevertheless, its size
proved to be so extraordinary, that no such tyre could be found all

8 Nova doba, August 3 1934.
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around Plzeti. The King of Siam is known for his delight in speedy
travel. His car is so equiped that not only can the driver observe
all details about the car’s performance, but so too can the King
from his place. The closer the speed indicator gets to the one
hundred mark, the better satisfaction of the King. And when he
sees the indicator falling too low beneath the hundred mark, he
insists on speeding up.”

On Friday August 3", the King should have left for Moravia
to visit the Bata shoe-making enterprise in Zlin and Zbrojovka,
the Arsenal enterprise in Brno. However, the continual change of
places tired the Royal Couple to the extent that they left the visit
to Moravia out of their schedule, and decided to go directly to the
mountain spa of Strbské Pleso in the High Tatras.

The King and the Queen arrived at Wilson Station shortly
after 9 pm. Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Bene§ and Chancellor
Dr. Sémal were waiting for them in a salon. Also in attendance
were envoys Masaryk, Strimpl and Halla and other representatives
of diplomatic protocol, the city of Prague and the Army, and the
Honorary Platoon of the 5th Regiment T. G. M. with its orchestra
and its standard. Chancellor Dr. Sdmal presented a bunch of
flowers to the Queen on the behalf of the President. The Siamese
and the Czechoslovak anthems were played, and the King inspected
the Honorary Platoon. Then the King expressed his appreciation
of Prague, saying he would like to come back for several days in
privacy in future, and the Royal Couple took their leave and
climbed into their special express train, setting out for Strbské
Pleso, in the company of envoys Jan Masaryk and Karel Halla. By
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their departure from Prague, the Official part of the Royal Visit to

Czechoslovakia was over.”

At 7 pm., the Siamese visitors reached Strbské Pleso in
Slovakia. ~Along their route from the train station, cheering
crowds gave them a most warm-hearted welcome. The King
checked in at the Hotel Hviezdoslav, where the entire first floor
was reserved for the Royal Visit. The King stayed for three days,
and he devoted this time mainly to relaxing, walking amongst
nature and fishing in the river Poprad after a tiring diplomatic
round'®.

® For the official part of the visit see documents and articles as follows: Schedule
of Their Majesties’ the King and the Queen of Siam visit in Czechoslovakia
July 29 — August 7 1934, Copy from the archives of MFA CR, b.d.; Visit
of the Siamese King in Czechoslovakia from July 29" to August 7™ 1934. Copy
from the archives of MFA. B.d.; Schedule of the Siamese Royal couple’s travel
to RCS, The Directory of the State Railways Plzefi, Praha, Brno, Olomouc,
Kogice, in Prague on 24" July 24™ 1934, document n. 36.302-VI/1-1934, copy
from the archives of MFA; Schedule of the visit of H. M. the King of Siam
to CSR, copy from the archives of MFA, b.d.; Nérodni politika ¢. 206/July 29™
1934; We welcomed Their Majesties the King and the Queen of Siam
yesterday. Narodni politika & 207/ July 30" 1934; Pestry tyden ¢. 31 / 4t
August 4™ 1934; H. M. the King Prajadhipok, Ndrodnf listy 29. 7. 1934; How
it is to rule Siam, whose King became our dear guest yesterday. Nérodni
politika 29. 7. 1934; The Siamese Royal couple in Czechoslovakia, Ceské slovo
29. 7. 1934; On the arrival of the Siamese Royal couple to Prague, Slovensky
stfed 29. 7. 1934; NedéInf revue. Cheerful reception to welcome the Siamese
Royal couple, Naginec (Olomouc) 30. 7. 1934; King Prajadhipok and Queen
Rambai in , Prague Ostravsky dentk 30. 7. 1934; His Majesty the King of Siam
Prajadhipok, Narodnf listy 31. 7. 1934; Visit of the Siamese Royal couple in
Prague. Nérodni Osvobozent 31. 7. 1934; The King of Siam says goodbye to
Prague - but not for long. Narodni Osvobozent 4. 8. 1934).

19 Spe.: The King of Siam — hunting and fishing. Ministry of Agriculture, on July
25" 1934, document n. 86.639-VIIIB-1934. Copy from the archives of MEA
CR; The stay of the Siamese King in Strba, State Spa Administration Strbské
pleso, July 25™ 1934, document n. 94.951/1/34, copy from the archives of
MFA.
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From Strbské Pleso, the King and his entourage travelled
to Budapest, and after that, returned from Hungary to
Czechoslovakia for a further unofficial stay.

On 7™ August 1934, the President of Czechoslovakia sent
a telegram to the Siamese King. The text ran as follows:

KARCELAR
PRESINEST | ~ 2181 IKY,

Opis telegramu.

k 8i8. D 6653/54.,

Siameky Erdal PRADZADHIFPOK:
telegram pans presidenta. 1 412/34.

HEis MajJesty the Eing of Siam
Strbské Pleso
I wish to repeat how sorry I am not to have been able

to greet Your Majesties during Your vieit in Czschoalo-

vekia - which I hope You emjoyed.

T.G.Masaryk.

Vypraveno 7.srpna 1924
g Ién.

Souhlasi s prvoglser:.

SEISOVN A CELARE

PRESIBE . « RERUBLIRY

V Praze, llnf;?ﬂj:‘i.fi.df;f
/ a2

J
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His Majesty the King of Siam,

I wish to repeat how sorry I
am not to have been able to greet
Your Majesties during Your Visit in
Crechoslovakia — which I hope You
enjoyed. T. G. Masaryk.

The Siamese King answered:

His Excellency President
Masaryk, Ldny.

On receipt of your kind
telegram the Queen and I are also
very sorry of not to have the
opportunity of personally paying you
our respect. Before our departure, I
wish to thank your Excellency and
Government for the kindness and
hospitality extended to us during a
most enjoyable and interesting visit. I wish your excellency speedy

recoq;ery and best of health and prosperity to your people. Prajadhipok
Rex.!!

President T.G. Masaryk
vszsm5ui T.G. Masaryk

On the night of August 16", a train carrying the King and
the Queen in on board, incognito, crossed the Hungarian-
Czechoslovak border near Komdrno. The central body of the
Slovakian administration in Bratislava arranged for the forgoing of
passport checks for the King and his entourage, and gave them
plain-clothed policemen as guide on their way to Bratislava. The
central administrative body in Prague looked after the King’s

" Siamese King Prajadhipok: telegram from the President. The President’s Office,
archives, document n. L 412/34, copy of the telegram n. D 6653/34, dispatched
on August 7" 1934 from Lany.
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security during his unofficial stay in Prague in a very discreet
manner, so that the King and the Queen would be disturbed as
little as possible.!?

The train with the Siamese couple arrived in Prague in the
morning of August 17", The destination was Masaryk’s station.
To provide as much privacy as possible, the carriages with the
Royal Company inside were detached from the express at the
suburban station of Liberi, and sent separately to Wilson station
after 9 am. The King stayed again at the Hotel Alcron, where he
had been very satisfied during his previous stay.

There is not much known about the King’s and Queen’s
second visit to Prague. With respect to the couple’s privacy,
Czechoslovak administration did not provide any official reports.
According to the press, at noon on August 17, their car was seen
on the road from Prague to Karlovy Vary, where the gendarmerie
was, at the same time, on the alert. King Prajadhipok went for
an unofficial visit to Lany."> He was invited for a private lunch by
Ambassador Jan Masaryk on behalf of the President. Unfortunately,
even during this second visit, the President’s health did not allow
for a personal meeting of the two statesmen. Nevertheless, members
of the President’s family and closest friends took part in the lunch
at 1 pm. Attending were the President’s daughter Mrs. Alice
Garigue-Masaryk and his son Jan Masaryk, eight members of the
King’s entourage, envoy Halla, and Dr. Ledvina. After lunch, the
guests took coffee at the Castle’s lake, accompanied by Herberta
Masarykovd, Herbert Revilliod and Leonard Revilliod, and the

12 Cf.: The Siamese King back in CSR on August 17 and 18% 1934. Presidium
of the Interior Ministry to the Presidium of the Country Administration in
Praque, Bratislava, document ¢. 13.837, in Prague on August 10 1934. copy
from the archives of MFA CR.

3 Sjamese King at the President. Ndrodni Osvobozeni 18. 8. 1934.
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The Prague Castle and the Charles Bridge in the 1930s
Usa@muvongotsinuszdzwiu Charles I WAl oa oo

President’s archivist Dr. Gagparikovd. At 4 o’clock, the visitors
returned to Prague.!

On the morning of August 18", the King and the Queen,
accompanied by Jan Masaryk, Dr. Halla and a Mr. Brauner from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, paid a visit to the Waldes factory
in Vrsovice. They were met by the entrepreneur Jind¥ich Waldes,
who mentioned lively business relationships between his firm and
the Siamese Kingdom in his greeting speech. The King thanked
him for a friendly welcome, signed the Visitor’s Book, and looked
through all five departments of the factory. He showed a particularly
great interest in the production of thimbles, buttons, needles, and
pins. The executive manager, Ing. Puc provided an expert

" Siamese King Prajadhipok: his visit to Lény. The President’s Office, Lany
August 239 1934, doc. n. L 451/34. Archiv MZV CR.

32

=

explanation. Finally, the King visited the Waldes Museum of dress
fasteners, where he took particular interest in the Asian section.
To his great surprise, he found a gold Siamese agrapha decorated
with East Indian diamonds, with which his grandfather had on
rare occasions decorated prominent statesmen, among the collection
of Siamese brooches.

The King left the Waldes factory at half past twelve, and
went back to the Alcron Hotel for lunch.

At 3 pm. the King boarded the aircraft of Lufthansa company
to fly to Luzern in Switzerland. Seven members of his entourage
accompanied him. Nine members of the Siamese entourage left by

train for Paris.!?

When the King left, relations between the Siamese Royal
Family and Czechoslovakia did not diminish, indeed they
strengthened in an atmosphere of friendliness. When the new
President of Czechoslovakia, former Foreign Minister Dr. Edvard
Benes, was elected after T.G.Masaryk’s death, King Prajadhipok
sent him a congratulatory letter. The President replied:

“His Majesty Prajadhipok Rambhai Barni. Wentworth. I
thank Your Majesty for the kind congratulations on my election to
the Presidency of Czechoslovakia, which I highly appreciate.
Edvard Benes 76

King Prajadhipok’s Visit to Czechoslovakia brought an
important stimulus to the further development of relationship
between two distant countries.

15 Siamese King bade farewell to . His visit to Waldes — fly to Luzern. Ndrodn{
Osvobozeni 19. 8. 1934

16 Former King of Siam Prajadhipok, congratulations on Bene¥’ election to the
Presidency of Czechoslovakia, reply, transcript of the letter, D10.828/35,
dispatched 26.12.1935, a copy from MFA’s archive.
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The visit contributed especially to the fast development of \ \
economic relations. Many representative offices were established A%
in Bangkok. The Skoda Company belonged to the most active
companies in the economic relations between Thailand and
Czechoslovakia at that time. In the production programme of the
Skoda Company, there were some sectors with a long tradition
representing a certain speciality among European producers. One
of these was the machinery for processing sugar cane in sugar
refineries, which came mainly in crushing and rolling mills.
Actually, the first sugar refinery in Thailand was built by the
Skoda Company in 1937 in Lampang, based on an order from the
ministry of agriculture. The contract included not only the
complete supply of technological equipment for the refinery, but
also the building of the refinery’s halls and training of staff during
the first part of the campaign. The sugar refinery started production
in December 1937 in line with the conditions, and despite
unexpected impediments such as floods of railways, which disabled
supplie§ of materials and equipment for the construction

Between 1936 and 1938, other supplies followed by the
import of tens of cars and vans with the winged arrow mark of
Skoda Mlad4 Boleslav; road rollers, a tower crane for The Royal
Navy Dockyard in Bangkok, a steam boiler for a governmental
power station, diesel engines, a conduit for steam boilers, etc.

In 1938, the question of the Czechoslovak representation in
Thailand was adjusted to allow the French Embassy in Bangkok to
take charge of the protection of Czech interests. The Consulate
of Czechoslovakia in Singapore took care of all consular activities
concerning Thailand.!”

17 MFA's archives, postscript No. : 144 - Siam-743-25-53 from 26™ August 1953. Sugar mill in Lampang built by Skoda Works in 1937
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H.M. King Prajadhipok with the Defence Minister Bohumil Bradd¢, Prague, 1934
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The entrance hall of the Hotel Alcron in Prague,
The Royal Couple wus given a very warm welcome here
in the evening of July 29 1934
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Masterpiece of Czech glass industry presented to the
Royal Couple
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Back Row from left

H.H. Prince Chula — Chakrabongse
H.H. Prince Arthit — Dhipaya — Arbha
Mom Chao Subha Svasti

H .M. King Prajadhipok

H.H. Prince Oscar — Nudhis
Kromamuen Anuwatra — Chaturont
Front Row from left

H.H. Prince Chumbhot-Pong Paribatra

(later Kromamuen Nagara Svarga Sakdipinit)

H.M. Queen Rambhai Barni
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