
Internship at the IIR:

Experience worth sharing

Salome Tsikarishvili

Orig inal ly  from the Republ ic  of  Georgia ,
Salome was f in ishing her  Masters  Degree
in Internat ional   Relat ions and Affa irs
at  Sakarya Univers i ty  in  Turkey when she
appl ied for  an internship at  the Inst i tute
of  Internat ional  Relat ions in  Prague
 

" I  l iked the  s tatus  of  the  inst i tute ,  i t s
miss ion and targets . "

 
 

Salome is  no stranger  to  internat ional  pol i t ics  or  working at  non-
prof i ts .  She volunteered at  an NGO and worked as  a  consultant  at
the Publ ic  Serv ice Hal l  in  Tbi l is i ,  Georgia ’s  capita l  c i ty .  Dur ing
Georgia ’s  pres ident ia l  and par l iamentary  e lect ions,  she acted as  a
supervisor  for  Transparency Internat ional ,  a  th ink tank that  f ights
government corrupt ion and promotes transparency and
accountabi l i ty .  Sa lome was able  to  br ing her  expert ise  to  I IR ,  where
she worked as  a  publ ic  re lat ions ass istant  and was instrumental  in
many academic conferences,  inc luding the Prague European
Summit .
 
 

“My f i rs t  day  was very  ca lm.  The work ing atmosphere  was very
pleasant , ”  she  remembers .  “ I  most ly  part ic ipated in  publ ic  re lat ions

and tasks  re lated to  the  conferences ,  which I  have enjoyed the  most . ”
 
 
During Salome’s  tenure at  I IR ,  she helped manage several  academic
conferences deal ing with topics  l ike  Ukraine ’s  pol i t ica l  c l imate
between i ts  pres ident ia l  and par l iamentary  e lect ions and Russian
foreign pol icy .  These conferences provided the ideal  environment
for  Salome to meet  some of  the region ’s  leading pol i t ica l  minds.
 
 



In  addit ion to the academic conferences,  Salome’s  superv isors  at
I IR  organized several  get  togethers  with interns and researchers ,
so that  she could get  a  pract ica l  ins ight  into profess ional  research.
Her favour i te  of  these introduct ions was meet ing with Jakub
Eber le ,  an expert  on German and Czech foreign pol icy .
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Al l  th is  exper ience culminated in  the Prague European Summit ,  a
three-day conference focused on the future of  the European
Union.  Held at  the beaut i fu l  Ministry  of  Foreign Affa irs ,  Sa lome
was able  to  rub e lbows with high- level  government off ic ia ls  f rom
al l  over  Europe as  they discussed the most  important  issues fac ing
the EU.
 

B e s t  l e s s o n s

 
 
After  her  three months,  Salome says she would happy to jo in  a
profess ional  team l ike the one at  I IR .  “ I  would love  to  work  in  an
environment  that  i s  s imi lar , ”  she says.  Her  work at  I IR  not  only  gave
Salome important  theoret ica l  ins ights  to  internat ional  re lat ions
and foreign pol icy ,  but  a lso taught  her  many pract ica l  lessons.  
 



“ I  l e a r n e d  h o w  t o  m a n a g e  m y  t i m e  a n d  b a l a n c e  m y s e l f , ”  s h e
s a y s .  “ I  a l s o  f i g u r e d  o u t  t h a t  I  a m  g o o d  a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l

t a s k s . ”
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S h e  e n c o u r a g e s  a p p l y i n g  t o  I I R  f o r  a n  i n t e r n s h i p  i n  o r d e r  t o
g e t  a  g o o d  m i x  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  a c a d e m i c
e x p e r t i s e  a n d  c o n t a c t s .  “ I  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  t o  g o  f o r  i t ! ”  s h e
s a y s .
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[  P h o t o s  b y  A d a m  C o s t e y  ]


