
 

This timely book appears after a decade of scant scholarly focus on Central Europe and its place in 
Europe and the world. Following the big themes of the 1990s (the EU and NATO enlargement), the 
recent political and economic developments such as the revival of the 'Visegrad Four' and the 
emerging tensions as a consequence of nationalist movements across Europe, this book addresses 
important and provocative issues surrounding Central Europe. Is Central Europe a region and does 
it have its own history? Are there more commonalities than dividing lines among Central European 
countries? Can Central Europe be a player in global politics? Is there a special role for Central 
Europe in – Europe? These questions have brought together a group of experts whose 
interdisciplinary analysis with empirical research offers a fresh insight into Central Europe's 
position today. 
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