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Bylica Jacek is Principal Adviser and Special Envoy for Non-Proliferation and Disarmament 
for the European External Action Service. He also worked for the Polish diplomatic corps. 
Between 2000 and 2002 he was the director of the Department of Asia, Australia and Latin 
America; between 2002 and 2003 he served as the director of the Minister's Secretariat,  
and between 2003 and 2004 he was the director of the Security Policy Department. Between 
2004 and 2008 he held the post of Polish Ambassador to the OSCE in Vienna. He also headed 
the NATO WMD Non-Proliferation Center in Brussels and serves as the Head of the NATO 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Centre.  

Colby Elbridge is a Robert M. Gates Fellow at the Center for a New American Security 
(CNAS). In 2012, he served as the deputy head for national security personnel on the  
Mitt Romney pre-transition effort and also worked on several of the campaign’s security  
policy teams. From 2010 to 2013 he was a principal analyst and division lead for global  
strategic affairs at the CNAS. In 2014 he served as a staff member for the National Defense 
Panel. He also worked for the U.S. Government, including as policy advisor to the Secretary 
of Defense’s Representative for the new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. He has co-edited  
a volume on Strategic Stability: Contending Interpretations (2013), co-chaired a CSIS  
working group study on U.S.-China nuclear weapons issues entitled Nuclear Weapons and 
U.S.-China Relations: A Way Forward (2013), and has published book chapters in a number 
of edited collections. He focuses on strategic, deterrence, nuclear weapons, conventional 
force, intelligence, and related issues 

Gottemoeller Rose is Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security  
at the US Department of State. As Under Secretary, Rose Gottemoeller advises the Secretary 
of State on arms control, non-proliferation and disarmament. She served as Acting in this  
position since February 7, 2012. On February 5, 2011 she was the chief U.S. negotiator  
of the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) with the Russian Federation.  
In 1998-2000, as Assistant Secretary and Director for Nonproliferation and National Security, 
she was responsible for all non-proliferation cooperation with Russia and the Newly  
Independent States. She specializes in arms control, relations to Russia, Ukraine, and Eurasia 
Affairs, with responsibility for denuclearization in Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and Belarus.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

Hibbs Mark is senior associate in Carnegie’s Nuclear Policy Program, based in Bonn  
and Berlin. Before joining Carnegie, for over 20 years he was an editor and correspondent  
for various nuclear energy publications, including Nucleonics Week and Nuclear Fuel, which 
are published by the Platts division of the McGraw-Hill Companies. Since the mid-1990s, his 
work has focused on emerging nuclear programs in Asia, including China and India. Since 
2003, he has made many detailed findings about clandestine procurement in Europe related  
to gas centrifuge uranium enrichment programs in Iran, Libya, North Korea, and Pakistan. 
His Carnegie report, “The Future of the Nuclear Suppliers Group,” was published in  
December. 

Hynek Nik is Associate Professor at the Metropolitan University Prague and Charles  
University in Prague. He holds PhD in Security Studies and International Politics from  
the University of Bradford, UK. Previously, Nik was Visiting Research Scholar  
at the Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies (SIWPS) at Columbia University, USA; 
the Japan Foundation Fellow at the Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto, Japan; and Visiting  
Research Fellow at the London School of Economics and Political Science, UK. He has  
researched on international security, theories of international politics, and foreign policy.  
His publications have appeared, among others, in Security Dialogue, European Security,  
Defence Studies, Journal of International Relations and Development, Critical Studies 
on Security, International Journal, Contemporary Political Theory, International  
Peacekeeping, and Communist and Post-Communist Studies. His most recent monographs 
are Fringe Players and the Diplomatic Order: The New Heteronomy (Palgrave Macmillan 
2014, with Jozef Batora) and Human Security as Statecraft (Routledge 2012). He has  
co-edited books on multinational contributions to statebuilding in Afghanistan (Routledge 
2011, with Péter Marton), critical approaches to human security (Routledge 2010, with David 
Chandler), and Canadian foreign and security policy (Oxford University Press 2010,  
with David Bosold). 

Jančárek Ivan is the Director General of the Section of Non-European Countries  
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. In 2013 he served as the Director  
of the Department of the UN and also as the Director of the Diplomatic Servis at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. He previously worked as an ambassador. During 
his career he was also an election observer in the UNOMOZ – during Mozambique elections 
(1993) and an observer in the UNRSA – in the Republic of South Africa (1994).  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Kane Angela is the High Representative for Disarmament Affairs of the United Nations.  
She provides the Secretary-General with advice and supports on all arms control,  
non-proliferation and related security matters and is responsible for the activities  
of the Office for Disarmament Affairs. Ms. Kane worked on disarmament issues for several 
years and was responsible for the activities of the World Disarmament Campaign. From 2005 
to 2008, Ms. Kane also served as Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, a core 
function related to the prevention and resolution of conflicts. Her geographic responsibilities 
included all regions except Africa.  

Kratochvíl Petr is the Director of the Institute of International Relations and a lecturer  
at several Czech universities. At the same time he participates in a range of projects such  
as the University of Economics project “Conflictual Integration: Reactions of National Par-
liaments and Political Parties to the Competing Visions of the European Union”.  
He is the Chairman of the Academic Council of the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry  
of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic as well as a member of a range of academic  
and scientific councils. Petr Kratochvíl also represents the IIR in various international  
associations such as the Trans European Policy Studies Association or the European  
Consortium for Political Research. He has published extensively on European integration, 
EU-Russian relations, the role of religion in international affairs, and international relations 
theory. 

Kubbig Bernd W. is Project Director at the Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF)  
and Adj. Professor (Privatdozent) at Goethe University, Frankfurt. Since 2006 he has been  
coordinating the international expert groups ‘Multilateral Study Group on the Establishment 
of a Missile Free Zone in the Middle East’ and the Academic Peace Orchestra Middle East. 
He specializes in U.S. foreign and security policy, especially in regard to the Middle East, 
missile defense, and space. 

Kulhánek Jakub is the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. His  
portfolio includes current political issues and international security. Prior to assuming this 
position, he served as a Deputy Minister of Defence responsible for government affairs,  
legislation and public diplomacy. In 2013, he served as a security adviser to the Minister  
of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. From 2011 to 2013 he was an adviser  
to the Deputy Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, the Parliament of the Czech Republic, 
and the shadow defence minister. Mr. Kulhánek also headed the East European Programme 
at the Association for International Affairs (AMO). Apart from the AMO, he worked  
for the Center for European Policy Analysis and the Eurasian Strategy Project in Washington, 
DC. He has published on foreign policy and security issues, among other things,  
in the Harvard International Review, Problems of Post-Communism, the RUSI Journal,  
and the Moscow Times and on the Atlantic Council website. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Nielsen Jenny is currently a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the School of Political Science 
and International Studies at the University of Queensland (Australia), researching  
the 'humanitarian initiative' leading up to the 2015 NPT Review Conference. Previously 
based in the UK, she was a Research Analyst with the Non-proliferation and Disarmament 
Programme at the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), a Programme Manager 
for the Defence & Security Programme at Wilton Park (an executive agency of the UK’s 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office), and a Research Assistant for the Mountbatten Centre 
for International Studies (MCIS) at the University of Southampton. At MCIS, Jenny was 
tasked with the co-editing the 2004-2012 editions of the NPT Briefing Book. She holds  
a PhD from the University of Southampton which focused on U.S. nuclear non-proliferation 
policy vis-à-vis Iran in the 1970s. Jenny's research focuses on nuclear non-proliferation  
and disarmament policy issues, particularly the multilateral Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
review process. 

Paul T. V. is a James McGill Professor of International Relations in the department  
of Political Science at McGill University. He is the author or editor of 15 books  
(all published through major university presses) and nearly 55 journal articles or book  
chapters. He made contributions to topics such as asymmetric conflicts, soft balancing,  
tradition of nuclear non-use, and status accommodation of rising powers. His first major 
book Asymmetric Conflicts: War Initiation by Weaker Powers (Cambridge University Press, 
1994) was pioneering, as it addresses the neglected question of materially weaker powers 
starting wars against their stronger opponents. In his second authored book Power versus 
Prudence: Why Nations Forgo Nuclear Weapons (McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2000) 
he created a prudential realist model to explain the choices of many technologically capable 
states to forbear nuclear weapons. His third book India in the World Order (co-authored  
with Baldev Nayar, Cambridge University Press, 2003) offers a rare theoretical exploration 
of India’s search for major power status and the constraints and opportunities that it has 
faced in that endeavor. Paul’s one important policy-relevant contribution is the 2009 book 
The Tradition of Non-Use of Nuclear Weapons (Stanford University Press). This book  
explores the reasons why nuclear weapons have not been used since 1945, especially against 
non-nuclear states. 

Pifer Steven is director of the Arms Control and Non-Proliferation Initiative and a senior 
fellow in the Center on the United States and Europe at the Brookings Institution, where he 
focuses on arms control, Russia and Ukraine. A retired Foreign Service officer, his  
assignments included serving as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State with responsibilities  
for Russia and Ukraine, U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, and special assistant to the president 
and senior director for Russia, Ukraine and Eurasia on the National Security Council. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Potter William C. is a Sam Nunn and Richard Lugar Professor of Non-Proliferation Studies 
and Founding Director of the James Martin Center for Non-Proliferation Studies  
at the Monterey Institute of International Studies. He is the author or editor of over 20 books, 
the most recent of which are two volumes on Forecasting Nuclear Proliferation  
in the 21st Century (Stanford University Press, 2010), The Global Politics of Combating  
Nuclear Terrorism (2010), and Nuclear Politics and the Non-Aligned Movement (2012).   
Dr. Potter has served on numerous committees of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences 
and for five years he was a member of the UN Secretary-General’s Advisory Board  
on Disarmament Matters. He has been an advisor to the delegation of Kyrgyzstan at every 
NPT Review Conference and Preparatory Committee meeting since 1995. 

Rauf Tariq is a Director of Arms Control and the Non-Proliferation Programme  
at the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. Rauf is an internationally respected 
authority on nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation issues. Since 2014 he is Senior  
Advisor to the Chair of the 2014 Preparatory Committee for the 2015 Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) Review Conference. From 2002 to 2011 he was Head of the Verification a 
nd Security Policy Coordination Office at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 
He was also the Alternate Head of the IAEA delegation to Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
Conferences from 2003 to 2010, and the IAEA Liaison and Point-of-Contact for a number  
of multilateral control regimes and United Nations Security Council committees.  
He specializes in nuclear non-proliferation; nuclear disarmament; nuclear security;  
international and regional security; nuclear-weapon-free zones; international organizations; 
regional security (esp. in North America, South Asia, and the Middle East); multilateral  
approaches to the nuclear fuel cycle; and foreign and security policy education and training.  

Ritchie Nick is a lecturer at the Department of Politics at the University of York.  
His particular focus is on nuclear disarmament, proliferation and arms control and US  
and UK national security He also worked at the Oxford Research Group, an independent 
Non-Governmental Organisation working with policy-makers and independent experts  
on the challenges of global security and nuclear disarmament. His recent research has  
explored the rationales underpinning the UK’s decision to embark on a controversial  
programme to replace the current Trident nuclear weapons system. He is currently  
conducting an ESRC-funded project on the political challenges of ‘devaluing’ nuclear  
weapons.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Rublee Maria Rost is senior lecturer (associate professor) at the Australian National  
University. Her book, Nonproliferation Norms: Why States Choose Nuclear Restraint,  
received the Alexander George Book Award for best book in political psychology, which is 
awarded by the International Society for Political Psychology. Her current projects include 
an edited volume on nuclear norms in global governance (with Avner Cohen), the ethical 
dimensions of nuclear power, and the impact of civil society on nuclear weapons  
decision-making. Her work has been published in a variety of international journals,  
including International Studies Review, Comparative Political Studies,  
and the Nonproliferation Review. Rublee edited a four-volume Major Works series called 
Nuclear Politics through Sage, with co-editor Professor Ramesh Thakur. She is a Governing 
Board Member of the International Security Studies Section of ISA, a member of  
the international Fissile Material Working Group, an editorial board member  
of the Nonproliferation Review, and a former editor of International Studies Perspectives. 
Rublee earned her Ph.D. in political science from the George Washington University  
in 2004. 

Sauer Tom is an Associate Professor in International Relations at the Department of Politics 
of the University of Antwer, where he lectures on International Security; Diplomacy  
and Negotiating; Theories of International Relations; and History of International Politics. 
His publications include the following: Nuclear Arms Control (published  
by Macmillan/St. Martin's Press, 1998); Nuclear Inertia. US Nuclear Weapons Policy  
After the Cold War (I.B.Tauris, 2005). He is the author of more than 40 academic articles 
and more than 50 op-ed articles, which were published in Financial Times, YaleGlobal 
Online, EU Observer, OpenDemocracy, The European Voice, De Standard, De Morgen,  
De (Financieel-Economische) Tijd, Le Soir, La Libre Belgique, NRC Handelsblad,  
and Trouw. He specializes in proliferation of weapons of mass destruction; (nuclear) arms 
control and disarmament; missile defense; catastrophic terrorism; coercive diplomacy;  
and European security and defense.  

Schneider Jiří is currently Senior Fellow and Director of Special Projects at the Prague  
Security Studies Institute (PSSI). He recently served as First Deputy Minister in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. From 2005 to 2010, he was Program Director  
of the PSSI. He was previously Head of the Policy Planning Department at the Czech Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs (1993 to 1994, 1999 to 2001, and 2003) and Ambassador of the Czech 
Republic to Israel (1995 to 1998). He was also an International Policy Fellow at the Open 
Society Institute in Budapest (2002) and an MP of the Czechoslovak Federal Assembly 
(1990 to 1992). He is a graduate of the Czech Technical University and holds a Diploma 
from the University of Cambridge.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Smetana Michal is PhD. candidate, lecturer and research associate at the Institute of Political 
Studies of Charles University in Prague. He graduated from Charles University with Bachelor's 
Degree in International Area Studies and Master's Degree in Security Studies. In 2013, he was 
appointed to the position of the Deputy Head of the Centre for Doctoral Studies. He has been 
also teaching several master-level courses within the Department of International Relations,  
including Arms Control and Disarmament, Unconventional Strategies, and Introduction  
to Strategic Studies. His new book co-edited with Nik Hynek titled “Nuclear Disarmament?  
Strategic, Political and Regional Perspectives” will be published by Routledge in 2015. 

Sokov Nikolai is a Senior Fellow at the Vienna Center for Disarmament and  
Non-Proliferation in Austria. From 1987-92 he worked at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs  
of the Soviet Union and, later, Russia, and participated in START I and START II  
negotiations. Nikolai Sokov is the author or co-author of several monographs, as, for  
example, Delegitimizing Nuclear Weapons: Examining the Validity of Nuclear Deterrence 
(2010). He is also co-author and co-editor of the first Russian-language college-level  
textbook on nuclear non-proliferation (Yadernoe Nerasprostranenie, Vol. I-II, PIR Center, 
1st edition 2000, 2nd edition 2002).  

Weidlich Christian is a Research Associate at the Peace Research Institute Frankfurt 
(PRIF) and he also works on the staff of the Academic Peace Orchestra Middle East  
as a Co-Editor of the Policy Brief series. He holds an MA in International Studies/Peace and 
Conflict Studies from Goethe University, Frankfurt, and a BA in Political Science  
from Münster University. His research interests include arms control in the Middle East  
as well as military robotics and the automation of warfare.  

Wunderlich Carmen is a research associate at the Peace Research Institute Frankfurt 
(PRIF) and a PhD student at Frankfurt University. She studied Political Science, Philosophy 
and German Language and Literature at Frankfurt University. Her research focuses on norm 
contestation and so-called ‘rogue states’ as counterhegemonic norm entrepreneurs. Her  
further research interests include arms control and disarmament, critical constructivist theory 
and Swedish foreign and security policy. Her work appeared in International Politics  
and The Nonproliferation Review. Her most recent publications include ‘A Rogue Gone 
Norm Entrepreneurial? Iran within the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regime’, in Wolfgang 
Wagner, Wouter Werner and Michal Onderco (eds.), Deviance in International Relations: 
‘Rogue States’ and International Society (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014); and Norm Dynamics 
in Multilateral Arms Control: Norm, Interests, and Justice (co-edited with Harald Müller, 
University of Georgia Press, 2013). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Zerbo Lassina is Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission for  
the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization. He previously served as Director 
of the International Data Centre (IDC) at the CTBTO since November 2004. Zerbo  
has developed an expertise ranging from scientific and technical competencies to results 
based management and multilateral diplomacy. Zerbo led the CTBT: Science  
and Technology 2011 Conference and the successful deployment of the CTBT virtual Data 
Exploitation Centre (vDEC), which provides an innovative framework for interacting  
with the wider scientific community. He was also Project Executive for the Science  
and Technology 2013 Conference and Chairman of its scientific committee. 

Zhang Hui is a Senior Research Associate at the Project on Managing the Atom  
in the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at Harvard University's John F. 
Kennedy School of Government. Hui Zhang is leading a research initiative on China's  
nuclear policies for the project. His research topics include verification techniques of nuclear 
arms control, the control of fissile material, nuclear terrorism, China's nuclear policy, nuclear 
safeguards and non-proliferation, policy of the nuclear fuel cycle and reprocessing.  
Dr. Zhang is the author of a number of technical reports and book chapters, and dozens  
of articles in academic journals and the print media, including Science and Global Security, 
Arms Control Today, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Disarmament Diplomacy,  
Disarmament Forum, the Non-Proliferation Review, Washington Quarterly, Journal  
of Nuclear Materials Management, and China Security. Dr. Zhang gives many oral  
presentations and talks in international conferences and organizations. 


